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HOME  DESIGN

Everything is [lluminated

An Israeli-American family celebrates Hanukkah in a home that reflects their heritage

WRITTEN BY GLADYS MONTGOMERY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ADAM MASTOON
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HEN THE ANCIENT GREEKS ruled Jerusalem, they de-
stroyed all of the oil jars in the temple, so there was no oil
for the menorah during Hanukkah. But, in the basement
of the temple, a little boy found a small jar of oil, enough for only
one day.”

“Was the jar like the ones in our hallway?” a child interrupts,

“Those are like the ones that were destroyed. The lictle jar was
much smaller. Using the oil it contained, the Jews lit the menorah.
I'he next morning, they discovered that the oil in the litte jar had

replenished itself. This happened every day during the eight days
of Hanukkah.”

Dalia Tamari, who founded Dalia Kitchen Design, Inc., in
Boston in 1987 and designs kitchens all over the world, sits on the

kilim-pillowed banquette in her West Stockbridge, Massachusetts,

kitchen, cuddling granddaughter Danielle, 5, in her lap. The DRAMATIC MOUNTAIN VIEWS
Isracli immigrant relates the story of the Hanukkah miracle. Tyringham, MA

| Among the family’s prized possessions are old chanukkiyor, with
Mountain top home on 35 acres with sweeping

nine lights fired by wicks that soak in thumbnail-sized recepracles M I
I'vringham Valley views!

containing olive oil; each }:r.nuhhi!ti‘ except baby Maya, selects a
chanukkiab to light, alongside the candelabra-style menorah that £R45 000
Americans usually associate with the holiday. “In Israel, Hanukkah =
is not a primarily religious holiday,” says Tamari. “It is more about |
the children. Yet, there are no presents, and there's still school.” | Since 1871

.\.‘I. ! .I ing jelly- 4 \ .’1 .!,'.". 3 r.r-_\ =1 'S T

| Speci ll.f(-ll.nlh including IL.”_\ _dung__i_nm[ like : ufg aniot, are part of \\ hLCILI’ & Tcl\ l()r
the festivities, as are the spinning of the top-like dreidel, gold-foil- REALTY COMPANY. INC
wrapped chocolates and nuts, and songs, such as “Kadkatan,” or s b el S

“Small Jar,” which Tamari’s daughters and grandchildren sing

softly as they light the Hanukkah menorah. ' GT. BARRINGTON STOCKBRIDGE

413-528-1006 413-298-3786

To Grandmother’s House We Go: Granddaughter Danielle, one of six
grandchildren, plays with matriarch Dalia Tamari and their little dog, too.

Lance Vermeulen Real Estate, Inc.
extraordinary service to buyers and sellers




Elegant Monterey living on
8 beautiful acres with inground
pool. Quality and custom
features throughout. State of the
art entertainment centers.
Shown by advanced
appointment only. $1,400,000.

20 Stockbridge Rd.

Great Barrington, MA 01230
P.O. Box 924, Monterey, MA 01245
Office (413) 528-3440
Fax (413) 528-8820
E-mail: hebertrity@aol.com
www.HebertRealty.com

Get the best of all worlds: custom
plans, superior materials, and

knowledgeable support. For
complete details and a Lindal
planbook set, see us today.

Berkshire Custom Cedar Homes
A Lindal

Jet. Routes 8 & 20, Becket, Massachusetts

PO. Box 373 « Otis, Massachuserts 01253

113) 2434949 - (800) 243-5113

DESIGN

After searching for a historic Berkshire
farmhouse, Tamari and her husband, Gadi,
an international businessman, decided to
build a Mediterranean-style villa, which
references their heritage and contains ample
space for friends and [.3
family: three adult ?_-" ‘
children, two sons-in- l =
law, and six grandchil- =% ‘\
dren ranging in age .-\L
from eight months to :
cight years, visit nearly
every weckend, and
express themselves as
fluendy in Hebrew
as they do in English.
“We built this o be
a family retreat. We
make sure the children
know it's their house, not our house. When
the children say they want to come to the
Berkshires, they mean they want to come to
the house,” Tamari explains, her face creas-
ing into a smile.

She sketched the house during a family
ski vacation, while Gadi and their family
schussed the slopes, and refined her ideas
based upon their feedback each day. By trip’s
end, she had the basic plan: a classical, sym-
metrical, 6,000-square-foot rectangle, with

floor-to-ceiling windows rimmed with balco-
nies. Builr into a wooded hillside, the house
features living space on three levels, with a
master suite, kitchen, large entry hall, living
room and dining room on the first Hoor; five

; bedrooms and baths
for sons and daugh-
| ters and grandchildren
on the second; and
a TV/billiard room,
children’s  playroom,
g}'l‘l‘l, |'|1Ll.‘|'.‘{'.lgc room,
and laundry in the
walk-our lower level.
A single, rounded,
one-story tower at one
corner contains the
kitchen’s eating area.
This opens to a pool,
guesthouse, terrace, and gardens of perenni-
als, \*cgt‘talhlcs‘ and herbs, while courtyards
and gardens bracker the main and lower
entries, lending a sense of stateliness and el-
egance as one approaches the house.

A ninth-generation Isracli, Tamari’s
ancestors fled Toledo, Spain, during the
Spanish Inquisition in 1475 C.E., and settled
in Morocco, before relocating to the Holy
Land. She earned an interior design degree

in Israel, worked in business management,

Form Meets Function: The kilchen Dalia Tamari designed for the family’s West Stockbridge, Mass., home features
a sleek cooktop [lop), enough room for many cooks, and a soapstone sink and counter (opposite).
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then followed Gadi's career from Tel Aviv to Tehran, Singapore,
and Boston, doing occasional design projects for friends. When her
children were old enough, she commuted from Boston to New York
Ciry for six months to study kitchen design, and then worked for
a New York company before launching her own business. “I found
out from a friend that the U.S. government would not consider me
to be working if | was not paid a salary,” she recalls. “So, I plowed
all of the money back into the company. After a year, I hired one
person. After five years, | had five employees and got my green
card.” In addition to running Dalia Kitchen Design with the help of
her daughter Mickey, Tamari teaches kitchen design art the college
level.

“I've done thousands of kitchens in my life,” she says, her hands
clasped on the round table in the kitchen's dining nook, her face
bathed in sunlight that shines through the foor-to-ceiling windows.
“This was the hardest one to do. It’s so casy o be nhil.‘(tl'\'c. dt‘&igl‘l-
ing for others, following what they tell you about what they want
and like. It was hard to select what I want for myself. [ love a lot of
things.”

Mickey enters the kitchen and stands ar the island, washing let-
ruce .lrll{ |'|'l.11\-i"1“I \.1!](1\\"'(!]("& '-l'lr }\t'l' sons. -I.}'ll.‘ ‘-I]ll.'” {‘i‘t{‘;l\[t‘(l I‘rl.’-l(l
scents the room as Tamari continues. “We all love to cook, and |
dvsigncd it so we could all cook ar the same time. | also did it with
the knowledge thar the kids would be playing around. I didn’t want
to be concerned about damage. The island has a distressed finish and
a wooden top, so if it gets more battered, it's OK.”

Though she has designed many kosher kitchens, this is not one
of them. “A kitchen is designed with four major centers,” she ex-
plains. “Cooking, cleanup, preparation, and storage.” An elongated

THE PINES

at Bousquet NMoun tain

This new luxury townhome community — currently under construction —
is comjortably nestled at the foot of the historic Bousquet Mountain Ski Resort.

GREAT LOCATION

Furnished & Unfurnished
Short & Long Term
RENTALS AVAILABLE

3 to S5 bedrooms
2 to 3 baths
Maintenance free living

l_r::q';l'):‘ e grounds GRE AT VIE“?S

Central air
2-car garages
Oversized open decks

Furnished Model Open Daily

WW.PinesatBOusquet.com Ccall for more details‘ 413-443-8866



KITCHEN - LIBRARIES - BATHS *

Featuring a
Complete Line

of Omega™

BATH VANITIES + COUNTERS -
SAILNID ANIWNITLAHIALNI

Cabinets.
Come see the
Omega™ and
Dynasty™

collections.

75 MAIN ST SHEFFIELD MA
413.229.9008 jimlovejoycabinetmaker.com

This stately 5 bedroom Colonial on
two acres is on one of the most
convenient and prestigious road-
ways in townl

Exclusively offered at $950,000

Yy COHEN + WHITE
wa¥ ASSOCIATES

DISTINCTIVE TOWN and COUNTRY PROPERTIES

47 Church Street, Lenox | 413 637 1086
2 Main Street, West Stockbridge | 413 232 0100
www.cohenwhiteassoc.com

DESIGN

3 J -
Family Room: A place to read, play chess, gather to talk, or waich a movie

U-shape, this kitchen’s core is its island, which measures 109-by-
64-inches and contains a small stainless-steel sink for washing fruit
and vegetables. Made in England as a single piece of furniture, the
island’s top is durable, water-resistant teak. Above hangs a massive
pot rack. Opposite one of its long sides is the cooking center: a
gas stovetop consisting of five burners, including a wok burner,
and a grill, with a restaurant-sized venting hood above and storage
below for pot-and-pan lids. Opposite one end, an Irish limestone
counter is fitted with a sink large enough to contain oven racks; two
dishwashers (“One is full all the time,” Tamari explains); and lower
cabinets with slide-out shelves that put the children’s unbreakable
tableware within their reach. At one end of the island, near the




sink, are trash and recycle bins; at the other,
concealed by cabinet doors, are a refrigera-
tor, a vertical drawer containing dry ingredi-
ents, and two wall ovens. Topped with bold
crown molding that ends below the ceiling
and a few inches short of the walls thar flank

[ht‘lll‘ t}lL‘ht‘ Llll)i"(.'[!s ]()l]k l'i.k(.' I‘r(.'L'.\l.lI]lii"y‘
furniture,

“l wanted to minimize the amount of

walking around the island,” Tamari explains.
“l wanted it to be convenient. If you come
into this house from the garage with grocery

)7 BERKSHIRE LIVING ([

Okerstrom - Lang
Landscape Architects

413.528.6523

Design - Master Planning
Pool Environments

OkerstromLang.com
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Every Community Has At Least One

REALTOR® Like Nancy Kalodner.
(In the Berkshires, it's Nancy Kalodner.)

BENCHMARK REAL ESTATE
413-528-9595
nancybenchmark@verizon.net

oy < ] S

' * | s a Circus: [Above) The grandchildren romp in the aptly decorated bedroom. A
e SSSWI'\:{_?;HLIS(?KTO ’ more sedate bedroom suitable for adults [below) is bathed in warm colors.

2 DR o _ bags, you first pass through the pantry and then to the island.” The
t, expertise, "y pantry, which also contains a freczer, refrigerator, and additional
the hallmarks ! "s . o n
s SRR el refrigerator drawers, is, “our home supermarket,” a boon when the
you'll find at Elyse Hamey . s :
Real Estate house is full of people.
Along the kitchen’s south side are the round alcove containing

Elyse Harney, a seasoned ) z 7 3
professional for more the eating area and marble-topped coffee station with cappuccino

Elyse Harney Morris, are
the fou 'k \.f the firm

ty, both Elyse Harmey
lyse Harmey Morris are
ted ndi

f Elyse Harne

: ELYSE HARNEY RE AL ESTATE [
and Elyse Harney Morris ATREIION O Truse '

Experience & Dedication — Times Two

Representing Buyers and Sellers in the Tri-State Region of
Connecticut, New York, & Massachusetts

www.HarneyRE.com

Salisbury, CT  Millerton, NY New Preston, CT  Noefolk, CT  Riverton, CT
8604352200  518-789-8800 BHO-S68-4411 B60-542-5500 B60-738-1200




machine; there’s a fireplace with reproduc-
tion European stonework, and a raised hearth
that is vis
rectangular alcove contains a comfortable
banquette, television, a table large enough
to hold a notebook computer, and built-in
hutch housing cookbooks. A Boston architect
was employed briefly to help with the design,
but, “1 was picky, and at a cerrain point |
had to do it myself to get what I wanted,”
Tamari recalls. “The builder, Lou Boxer, did

_‘]IC “"I'IL’[‘I OO H and a Scl_'l}l'ld.

work of incredible quality. It was so nice to
be here during construction. The work crew
would be singing,” she recalls before pausing.
“I was not an easy client,” she confesses. “I
wouldn’t compromise on anything. When
the stone tiles came for all the bathrooms,
the variations of the lines and marbling were

so big that the installer said it was impossible
to put them in. It was wintertime. | put the
pallets of tile in my daughter Yael’s room,
laid them out, and coded each one so the tile
guy would know where to put them.” The
powder room’s vaulted ceiling required that
the stone tiles, each about an eighth of an
inch thick and slightly wider than a stick of
ually,
. “Lou’s team

L'h{.'\ving gl““. h(’ Iﬂid il'l( 0 [hl.',\'
would hug the curved surf:
was just incredible,” she says.

Throughout the house, neutral colors
and natural fibers evoke a Mediterranean
ambiance: stucco and slate, wrought iron,
Jerusalem stone and limestone, |argc win-
dows swathed in sheer curtains, sisal rugs,
tribal carpets the family collected in the
Middle East, painted pine cabinetry in the

il
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Thrown a Curve: The stone wall around the soaking tub envelops the bather.
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Just in time for the Holidays!

Luxury Condos

in the heart of Lenox!
Walk to everything this winter!

-

Carefree, elegant living in a brand new
meticulous, cottage mansion conversion
Two to four bedrooms, tennis, heated
pool & parking. 2,000 te 3,000 s.k
From $799,000
For those who believe a second

home should still be ‘First Class’

WILLIAM BRACKMAN

real estate

413.528.4859
www. berkshiresforsale. com |

Light and Lively: Three generations light holiday candles

kitchen, antique beams \<l|‘-"l:_',L'Ll from Boston
Harbor in the living room and dining room,
a bamboo ceiling in the dining room, and
distressed knotty oak flooring, “the next
grade up from what they throw away,” lend
i‘f.lt’li\'.ilil_\' and eye appeal. Architectural
tlt‘[di].\, \ll\'h 4as Iht‘ l‘t!lx“}' \_"lr\'cd |illl£’kll|l1l‘
mantel in the living room and the curved
stone wall behind the tub in the master bath
lend a distinctly Continental sensibility.
Tamari sourced furnishings internationally
from Israeli, European, South American, and
Canadian companies she works with, and de-
signed some pieces expressly for the housc.

For the convenience of Berkshire clients, the

house showcases !"lll'ni\hing\ sold in Dalia
Kitchen Design's Boston showroom and dis-
tributed on a business-to-business basis by a
second family company that Yael manages.
Though the grand entry hall, living room,
.111!.1 dlll'llllll,; room p:.l\h{‘\h a .\-..\mc\\'h.!l i‘imnu]
Prt‘.‘it']"lL(' \\'I]L‘n lllll'lt'i:ﬂpl.fﬁl- [ht‘_\' come o
life when the family arrives, .|uumtl1nd.u|n:_:
adults and children with grace. The chil-
dren's room contains three bunk beds and
three trundles and sleeps nine or more; the
circus-themed décor here and in the lower
level playroom appeals to young ones, while
the absence of decorative clutter makes both
a perfect place for imprompru pillow fights

“This house is all about family.”

("] BERKSHIRE LIVING NOV/DEC




and other play. “Each child has his
own bed and toys, but it is a commu-
nity. Everyone is sharing, too,” Tamari
notes.

In the dining room, as the Tamari
family sits down to their Hanukkah
dinner, evoking a heritage and tradition
that extends millennia into the past, this
sense of community and of sharing is
what they celebrate. “This house is all
about family,” Tamari says. Bl

alia Kitchen [
One Design Cenler Place #643
Boston, Mass.
617.482.2566
www.daliakitchens.com

Ro
West Stockbridge, Mass.
413.232.7116

Gfddy: .Mon.fgﬂm(r:r i If-r rrf.r.rrtr r.-f' Hcrk.\hirc |.iving |‘]0nu‘+l ;.lrdL‘Il-

Financing
for 12 nmnth»-..
No inte TL"‘t. ‘
No payments:

{Based on © -redit approv al.

Minimum purck
¥ $500. See store
f

for details.)
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- YOUR HOME...AS YOU'VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE!

STEVENS

A]lendale

World f 5 R‘., MA Home ()rg.\m.r.ninml Products
Flooring nmm&mm (413) 443-6450
. == www.organizeit123.com
(413) 443-6459 We Now CARRY

www.stevensworldofflooring.com

ORECK VACUUMS

Organize 4 <o It!

Members of the Hines Site Group family of companies




